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History

The history of football in Mahindra & Mahindra goes back four decades, i.e. 1956. Since then the team has gone from strength to strength, getting into Bombay’s senior division Harwood League in 1964.  Understandably they earned the sobriquet “ The Giant Killers”.  

[image: image2.wmf]As football developed in Maharashtra so did it in Mahindras.  In 1969 Mr. Harish Mahindra was elected President of Western India Football Association (WIFA).  Mahindra & Mahindra Allied Sports Club then known as the Orange Brigade with the likes of internationals Mustafa, Sudhir, Nataraj, Shivdas, Anthony, S Mukherjee, Jerry Bassi, Alim Khan, was one of the popular team in Maharashtra after strong teams like TATA’s, Mafatlal’s, Caltex, etc.  The late 80’s saw Mahindras emerge one of the most talented team in the country teams like East Bengal, Mohun Bagan, Mohammedan Sporting went all out to recruit the talented Mahindra Players.  Mahindra’s were a potential threat to all the top teams in the Country.  International Players like Henry Menezes, Santosh Kashyap, Godfrey Pereira Coach Dereyek Desouza, turned to represent Mahindra Football Team.

In the year 2000 Mahindra Football Team underwent a total revamp wherein the orange brigade turned RED.  And Football turned to be the main sport in Mahindras.  The team was rechristened “MAHINDRA UNITED” under the leadership of Mr. Alan Durante – Executive Director & President of Automotive Sector.  The team boast of top international footballer’s like Khalid Jamil, Virendra Singh, S. Venkatesh, Jules Alberto, Debjit Ghosh, Abhisek Yadav, Jame Singh, Naseem Akhtar, I Surkumar Singh, R.P. Singh, R.C. Prakash, Raman Vijayan, Tapan Ghosh turning out for Mahindras in the prestigious National Football Team.  Mahindras also roped in World Cupper Karel Stromsik as the Team’s Chief Coach.  

Mahindra United of Mumbai is the only team in Maharashtra to win the Durand Cup twice in a row, which is the second oldest trophy in the world. Mahindra United is also the first team in Maharashtra to win the Harwood League and the Nadkarni cup three times in a row.

Mahindra’s have inscribed its name on almost all the Major Tournaments in the country .

In the year 2004 Mahindra United recruited David Booth as coach. Having an experience of coaching in Ghana 5 yrs, Brunei 4 yrs and Myanmar 3 yrs got Mahindra United to a flying start by recording the following:

· Mumbai Championship 2003

· Federation Cup 2003

· Presidents Cup of Maldives 2003

· Super Cup 2003

· NFL 2003 3rd Place

· AFC CUP 2004

· Durand Cup Semi Finals

· Mumbai Champions 2004


